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Tato kniha je vénovana vsem priznivcim kla-
sické fotografie a alternativnich fotografickych
procest.

Dale je tato kniha vénovédna vsem autordm a
clenim Asociace Fotografii a UZivatelt temych
Komor, bez nichZ by nikdy nemohla vzniknout.

Diky vdm vsem!

This book is dedicated to all fans of classic
photography and alternative photographic pro-
cesses.

Furthermore, this book is dedicated to all the
authors and members of the Association of Pho-
tographers and Darkroom Users. Without them
this book would never have been created.

Thanks to all of you!
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Vazeni priznivci klasické fotografie,

drzite v ruce prvni rocnik vyrocni knihy fotografii Asociace Fotograf(i a Uzivatelt
temnych Komor 2012. Asociace Fotografti a Uzivatelt temych Komor sdruzuje k dobé
vydénf této publikace vice neZ 80 aktivnich &lend z Ceské Republiky, Slovenska a Velké
Briténie, ktefi se vice nez fotografovdnim zabyvaji ru¢ni vyrobou fotografii klasickymi
fotografickymi procesy.

Samotny fakt, Ze i v dobé prekotného rozvoje digitalni fotografie se v nasich koncindch
najde vice nez 80 fotograft, ktefi pracuji tradicnimi fotografickymi metodami, dokazuje,
Ze klasicka fotografie md i v dnesni dobé své misto.

Péce a pozornost, kterou klasické fotografické procesy vyzaduji, casto vedou k
vice promyslené volbé témat, ndméti a jejich zpracovdni. Naproti tomu naprosta
bezprostrednost a okamzitost digitdlni fotografie mize vést (a casto vede) k méné
promyslenému pristupu k fotografii a fotografovéni. Jinymi slovy, zakon prdmérnosti rika,
Ze pokud vyfotografujeme velké mnoZstvi snimkd, urcité se najde jeden, ktery by mél
byt dobry. Bohuzel tento zdkon ne vZdy funguje, jak se mizeme presvédcit z médii a z
internetu, ktery je primo zaplaven neprebernym mnozstvim zcela nicnefikajicich vycvaka.
Vétsina digitdlnich obrazki se nikdy nedostane do papirové podoby. Naproti tomu
tvorba zvétseniny klasickym fotografickym procesem je velmi uspokojujici ¢innost nejen
pro fotografa, ale vysledek této cinnosti i pro divdka, o cemz se méli sanci presvedcit
vsichni ndvstévnici nasi vystavy AFUK 2012, kterd se uskutecnila v bfeznu a dubnu 2012
v prostorech muzea na zémku v Chotébori.

Fotografové i priznivci fotografie se Casto ptaji a pfou o to, zda je fotografovani ,,uméni”.
Dle mého ndzoru odpoveéd zni, Ze pravdépodobné neni. Nicméné, hotovd, adjustovand
zvétsenina, jiz uméni byt muze. Cilem AFUKu vsak neni ,délat uméni”. Nasim cilem je
tvorit zvétseniny, tyto adjustovat a vystavovat pro potéchu oka ndvstévnikd nasich akci, Ci
vds vsem, ,Ctendii” nasi vyrocni knihy.

Leos Stehlik, www.afuk.cz, Duben 2012

Dear fans of classic photography,

what you hold in your hands is the first edition of the photography yearbook of the
Association of Photographers and Darkroom Users 2012. By the time of releasing this
publication, the Association of Photographers and Darkroom Users has associated more
than eighty active members from the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Great Britain, who
engage in using classic photography processes for handcrafting photographs rather than
in just taking them.

The very fact that even at the time of rapid development of digital photography there
are more than eighty photographers who use traditional photographic methods proves
that classic photography has its place even today.

Care and attention required by classic photographic processes often result in a more
coherent choice of themes and subjects and their processing. In contrast, an absolute
immediacy of digital photography can lead (and often leads) to a less thought-out approach
to photography. In other words, the law of mediocrity says that if one takes a large number
of photos there must be one which is good. I'm afraid this law does not always work,
as we can see in media and on the internet, which overflows with inexhaustible number
of quite average and boring snapshots. Most digital photos never make it to the ,paper”
form. In contrast, making enlargements by using a classic photographic process is a very
satisfying activity for the photographer and so is the results of this activity for the viewer,
which all the visitors of our exhibition AFUK 2012 could see for themselves in the premises
of the Chotebor Castle in March and April, 2012.

Photographers and fans of photography often argue and question whether taking
photographs is or isn "t an “art”. In my opinion the answer would be that it probably isn “t.
Nevertheless, a finished and adjusted enlargement can be art. The aim of AFUK, however,
is not to “make art”. Our goal is to create enlargements and to adjust and exhibit them to
please the eye of both the visitors of our events and all of you, the “readers” of our
yearbook.






Pred rokem, kdyZ jsem na setkdni u mé doma v Josefové Dole oznamoval pritomnym,
Ze zalozim AFUK, nesetkala se tato myslenka s prilisnym nadsenim. Proc chces zaklddat
dalsi web? Dalsi férum? Pro¢ ndm tristis nasi malou ceskou fotografickou komunitu? Proc¢
ndm vyZiras duse z vefejného prostoru? Tehdy mi doslo, Ze AFUK bude mit pred sebou
dlouhou cestu, béhem které si bude muset ziskat respekt, reputaci a davéru. Davéru v to,
jak funguje, na jakych zdkladech je postaven, a divéru v jeho Zivotaschopnost.

Poté, co jsem AFUK v zafi 2011 opravdu zaloZil, ukazalo se jako nezbytné jit do tohoto
pocinu s lidmi, ktefi véri a chtéji, aby se rozjezd AFUKu podaril. I proto jsem povaZoval za
nutné se s nékterymi na samém zacdtku rozloucit.

Hned zpocdtku ve mne zrdla myslenka poradat vystavy. Dét prostor nasim lidem, velmi
talentovanym  kreativnim fotografim a fotogratkam, ukazovat svoje obrédzky ... pokud
mozno i v jiné formé nez na hromadnych srazech fotograft, na ,fotopivech” v hospodéch.

Oslovil jsem nékolik vystavnich prostor v CR. Rozhodl jsem se zcela jednoznacné pro
prostory zémku Chotéebor, kde sidli muzeum vedené reditelkou MgA. Pavlou Benesovou.
Rozhodovéni pro Chotébor bylo velmi jednoduché. Krdsné prostredi, nddherné vystavni
prostory a predevsim tzasny lidsky pristup. Radost spolupracovat!

Pripravy vystavy diky pristupu vsech zticastnénych, jmenovité Milose, Lattyho, Olivera
a mnoha dalsich, béZely jako po mdsle. Vse bez problémi! A tak jsme méli k instalaci
vystavy pripravenych pres 200 perfektné adjustovanych obrdzki od 33 autort.

s

Spolecné s Milosem jsme se rozhodli koncipovat vystavu jako ,prohlizeci”, nikoliv
,Cteci”. | proto jsme se rozhodli informace o vystavujicich dét k dispozici formou
jmenného seznamu adjustovaného stejnym zptsobem jako ostatni fotografie. Tento
seznam jsme umistili do hlavniho sdlu vystavy mezi ostatni fotografie. Jakkoliv je nase
rozhodnuti neuvést popisky u kazdé jednotlivé fotografie vniméno jako kontroverzni, pro

ucely vystavy AFUK 2012 splnilo svij dcel.

Vernisdz vystavy se uskutecnila ve Ctvrtek 22.3. 2012 od 17. hodin na zdmku v
Chotébori. Ponékud neskromé prohldsim, Ze nase vernisdz, zejména atmosférou, byla
jedna z nejhezcich, kterou jsem mél moznost prozit. Moc réd na tento den vzpomindm.
Zaroven rdd vzpomindm na sraz AFUKu, ktery se uskutecnil od patku 23. do nedéle 25.3.
v prostorech penzionu Bilek. Sraz mi potvrdil, Ze zalozit AFUK mélo a md smysl.

Odhaduji, Ze na vernisdz dorazilo celkem kolem 60 lidi. A tak nddvori zamku, vystavn/
prostory a barokni sal rozhodné nevypadali prdzdné a opusténé. Za celych pét tydnd
trvani vystavy prislo asi 120 navstévnikd. Prizndm se, Ze vzhledem k terminu vystavy
(zahajovali jsme sezdnu), je pro mé takto vysokd Ucast, a neprimo zdjem verejnostio
klasickou fotografii, velmi prijemnym prekvapenim. A to zejména vzhledem ke skutecnosti,
Ze AFUK za necelych 9 mésicti oficidlni existence nikdo neznd... A Ze jsme akci nedélali
témér Zadnou propagaci...

Proto mi na zavér jesté jednou dovolte podékovat véam vsem, kdo jste se na této akci

jakymkoliv zpsobem podileli! Muzeu Chotébor, penzionu Bilek, vSem z AFUKu. Moc si
vdzim toho, kolik casu a energie jste tomuto pocinu vénovali.

Leos Stehlik






A year ago, during a get-together at my home in Josefuv Dul, when | announced to my
friends that | was going to set up AFUK, this idea wasn "t met with great enthusiasm. Why
do you want to create another web? Another forum? Why are you shattering our small
Czech photographic community? Why are you poaching souls from the public space? |
then realized that AFUK would face a long journey during which it would have to win
respect, reputation and trust. A credit for how it works, on what grounds it is built, and a
trust in its viability.

After | had established AFUK in September 2011, it showed necessary to get into this
act with people who believe and want the start of AFUK to be successful. This is why |
thought it necessary to part with some people at the very beginning.

Early on, I began forming an idea of organizing exhibitions. Of providing space for
our people, very talented and creative photographers, of showing their photos ... if
possible, in a form other than at mass get-togethers of photographers, at ,booze-and-
snap” meetings in pubs.

I approached several exhibition spaces in the country. I decided unambiguously for
the Chotebor Castle, which houses a museum run by the director Pavla Benesova. My
decision for Chotebor was very easy. Beautiful surroundings, wonderful exhibition spaces,
and above all, a very humane approach. What a joy to cooperate!

Thanks to the attitude of all involved, particularly Milos, Latty, Oliver, and many others,
the preparations for the exhibition ran like clockwork. All this without problems! We
prepared over 200 perfectly adjusted photos from 33 authors to install at the exhibition.

Together with Milos, we decided to design the exhibition as a ,viewing”, not a
,reading” one. That's also why we decided to provide information about the exhibitors
in the form of list of names adjusted in the same way as the other photos. We placed this
list in the main exhibition hall next to other photographs. Even though our decision not
to give a legend for each photo might have been regarded as controversial, it fulfilled its
purpose for the AFUK 2012 exhibition.

The opening of the exhibition took place at the Chotebor Castle on Thursday 22
March 2012 at 5 pm. | feel, rather immodestly, that our opening, in particular due to
the atmosphere, was one of the nicest | have had the opportunity to experience. | love
to recall this day. | also like to remember the AFUK get-together, which took place at
the spaces of the guest house Bilek from Friday 23 till Sunday 25 March 2012. This get-
together proved to me that setting up AFUK was important.

I estimate that around sixty people arrived at the opening of our exhibition. Therefore
the courtyard, exhibition spaces and the baroque hall certainly didn’t look empty and
deserted. During the five weeks of the exhibition about 120 visitors came to see it. | must
admit that, because of the date of the exhibition (we started the season), such a high
attendance, and indirectly, the public interest in classic photography, was a very pleasant
surprise for me. It is mainly due to fact that in less than nine months of its official existence
AFUK is not yet very well known ... And we did almost no promotion ...

Finally, I would like to thank once again to all of you who participated at this event in

any way! Thanks to the Chotebor Museum, guest house Bilek, all the AFUK members and
supporters. | very much appreciate how much time and energy you devoted to this idea.

Leos Stehlik
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/| Viystavné priestory v Chotéborskom zdmku boli reprezenta-
tivne, miestnosti a stien na instaldciu viac ako 50 fotografii do-
statok. Umoznilo to vznik dokonca aj autorského priestoru tzv.
Krakenovho sal, kde boli fotografie od jediného (a jedinecného)
autora. Jedinym (zdvaznejsim) problémom bola vyssia vihkost
(zamockého typu), ktoré spbsobila neskorsie prehnutie fotogra-
fif a paspadrt.

/The exhibition spaces in the Chotebor Castle were highly
presentable. Enough rooms and walls were provided for the
installation of more than fifty photographs. This also enabled
creation of an author’s room — the so called ,Krakentv Sal”
(,Kraken’s Hall”). It housed photographs of a single and a very
unique author - Milan Cervenka. The only more serious pro-
blem was a higher humidity typical for castles. The humidity
subsequently caused that photographs and mounts slightly
scrolled.







// Viziondr, zakladatel projektu AFUK a rodék z Havlickova Brodu Leos$ Stehlik, spolu s kurétorkou vystavy MgA. Pavlou
Benesovou, pocas instaldcie vystavy. Denného svetla aj optimizmu a nadsenia bol dostatok.

/ During the installation: Leos Stehlik, a native of Havlickuv Brod and founder of the AFUK project with Pavla Benesova,
the curator of the exhibition. There was plenty of daylight, optimism and enthusiasm around.






/| VernisaZ si mnohi pamataji vdaka zime. No aj napriek lokal-
nejSiemu charakteru akcie a prvému rocniku vystavy, bol takis-
to prijemné vidiet ako sa priestor postupne zaplnil ludmi. Tak
ako to md byt, boli aj prihovory a dokonca potlesk. Pozitivne
je, Ze ndvstevnikov bolo urcite viac neZ autorov — tento trend
by sme radi udrzali aj nadalej.

/ Many people will remeber the exhibition because of the low
temperature. We were very pleased to see the spaces filled
with people, especially knowing it was the first year of the ex-
hibition with a more local character. As is a custom, there were
also speeches and even applause. What we appreciate is the
fact that the guests outnumbered the authors. We would like
to continue with this trend.







/| Stcastou vystavy boli aj vitriny s ukdzkami histo-
rickych technik (gumotlac, kyanotypia) a vybavenim
pre tvorbu klasickych fotografi mokrou cestou. Pavel
a Standa prdve pripravuju jeden z chutnych obsahov.
Na stene uz zavesené barytové zvicSeniny, vzniknuté
klasickou ,,mokrou” cestou.

/llustrations of historical photographic methods (gum
print, cyanotype) and equipments for the production
of classic ,wet” photographs were also a part of the
exhibition. Pavel and Standa are preparing one of the
interesting contents. There are fiber base enlargements
made by a classic ,wet” process hanging on the wall.
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/] AFUK 2012 // Padesit cuyii fotografit”

vybranych z vystavy fotografiif AFUK 2012

/ ,Fifty - four photographs”
selected from the photo exhibition of AFUK 2012
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